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THEY SAY,
“IT IS NOT A RELIGION”

Tommy J. Hicks

INTRODUCTION1

1. “The universe is self-existing and not created.”2

2. “Man is a part of nature and he has emerged as the
result of a continuous process,”3 i.e., “evolution.”4

3. “Holding an organic view of life, the traditional
dualism of mind and body must be rejected.”5

When a person advocates all three of those things, is he teaching
science, philosophy, or religion? Most would answer: “It is science that
is being taught.” Others would be inclined to respond: “Philosophy.”
However, only a very few might think: “Religion is being taught.”
Though unrecognized by the masses for what they are—such is the
subtlety and deception of Humanism—all three of the above listed
statements are cardinal tenets of Humanism.

Humanism’s proponent, Corliss Lamont, is deceiving his readers
when he says: “Humanism’s attitude toward the universe, like its
judgment as to the nature and destiny of humankind, is grounded on
solid scientific fact” (emphasis added).6 Perhaps, the Humanists have
deceived themselves into thinking that a scientific “theory” is a
scientific “fact” when they say, “The universe is self-existing and not
created,” and then attempt to prove it by citing the “Big Bang Theory”
and/or the “Steady State Theory.” The same is true when they say the
“Theory of Evolution” proves “Man ... has emerged as the result of a
continuous process.” Whether or not the Humanists are self-deceived,
the indisputable fact remains, a “theory” is not a “fact.” Regarding its
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claims about the world’s existence and man’s evolution, Humanism is
not “grounded on solid scientific fact.” For them to make such a
statement is nothing short of an unvarnished attempt to deceive.
Actually, Humanism’s science is “science falsely so called” (1 Tim.
6:20).

On its website, the American Humanist Association asserts:
“Humanism is a progressive philosophy of life that, without theism and
other supernatural beliefs, affirms our ability and responsibility to lead
ethical lives of personal fulfillment that aspire to the greater good of
humanity” (emphasis added).7 Indeed, it is universally accepted that
Humanism is a philosophy. However, it must be emphasized that
Humanism is a vain and deceitful philosophy.

This year’s lectureship theme, “Philosophy and Vain Deceit,”
comes from Paul’s statement in Colossians 2:8, where he warned:
“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ” (emphasis added). The word “philosophy” in this verse comes
from the compound Greek word philosophias (philos + sophos), which
originally meant “the love of wisdom.”8 Paul is not condemning “the
love of wisdom,” but the context of Colossians 2:8 shows that he is
condemning an errant “philosophy” which was threatening the spiritual
welfare of the members of that church. From Paul’s application in that
case, it is safe to conclude that the same holds true for any philosophy
which endangers man’s soul. Unfortunately, when it comes to the
subject of philosophy, too few approach it as they should.

THERE IS GOOD PHILOSOPHY
AND THERE IS BAD PHILOSOPHY

Lest “the baby be thrown out with the wash,” it must be understood
that not all philosophy is bad. To the contrary, when it comes to “the
love of wisdom” (philosophy), God wants Christians to seek after and
possess the “right kind” of wisdom. That this is the case can be easily
seen by noting the following passages in Paul’s letter to the Colossians
(the same book in which he warns against “philosophy and vain deceit):

For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to
pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding
(1:9, emphasis added).
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To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory
of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every
man perfect in Christ Jesus (1:27-28, emphasis added).

That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love,
and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the
acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and
of Christ; In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge (2:2-3, emphasis added).

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom;
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord
(3:16, emphasis added).

Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the
time (4:5, emphasis added).

James instructs: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him” (Jas. 1:5). However, James makes a distinction between the
wisdom which “is earthly, sensual, devilish” and “the wisdom that is
from above [which] is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be
intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrisy” (3:15, 17). The former is from below (man’s wisdom) and
the latter is from above (God’s wisdom). Because Humanism is from
below, it is “earthly, sensual, devilish,” i.e., the kind of philosophy
condemned by James.

Inspiration draws an emphatic line of demarcation between “man’s
wisdom” and “God’s wisdom.” For example, Paul challenged: “Where
is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world?
hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in
the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe” (1 Cor. 1:20-
21, emphasis added). Then, he declared that “the foolishness of God is
wiser than men” (v. 25). Contextually speaking, Paul is saying that
when one preaches the Gospel (v. 17), he is preaching the wisdom of
God (vv. 23-24), which is God’s philosophy. Using different words,
expressing the very same thought, Paul wrote that “the manifold
wisdom of God” (God’s philosophy) is now made “by the church”
(Eph. 3:10).
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Recall that the original meaning of the word “philosophy” is “the
love of wisdom.” Thus, when the “wisdom of God” is its focus, the
term “philosophy” is used in a good sense and is not to be condemned.
Reason demands the conclusion that every faithful Christian will love
God’s wisdom. Stated in another way, Christianity is a good philoso-
phy because it is God’s philosophy. On the other hand, the philosophy
that Paul warns against in Colossians 2:8 is “vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”
Humanism is the very kind of philosophy that Paul is condemning—it
is a bad philosophy.

A ROSE BY ANY OTHER NAME

Like the denominational divisions within so-called “Christendom,”
Humanism has been denominationalized. Each faction within this
atheistic philosophy has a “name” which supposedly distinguishes it
from the others. Contemplating the various designations used in an
effort to identify the divisions within Humanism, one might recall how
Juliet asks Romeo, "What's in a name?” and then, almost without a
pause, she proceeds to tell him, “That which we call a rose by any other
name would smell as sweet."9 In other words, there is nothing in a
name. Such a conclusion most certainly is not valid regarding the
names God has given (cf. Acts 4:12; Isa. 62:2; Acts 11:26; et cetera),
but it definitely is a legitimate conclusion regarding the various
“names” by which Humanism is known. These names include:
Christian Humanism, Democratic Humanism, Ethical Humanism,
Modern Humanism, Naturalistic Humanism, Philosophical Humanism,
Religious Humanism, Secular Humanism, Scientific Humanism, et
cetera.

Acknowledging that those Humanistic labels are but variations on
the same theme, Lamont admits:

Whatever it be called, Humanism is the viewpoint that people
have but one life to lead and should make the most of it in terms
of creative work and happiness; that human happiness is its own
justification and requires no sanction or support from supernatu-
ral sources; that in any case the supernatural, usually conceived
of in the form of heavenly gods or immortal heavens, does not
exist; and that human beings, using their own intelligence and
cooperating liberally with one another, can build an enduring
citadel of peace and beauty upon this earth.10
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Thus, adapting a borrowed phrase from Gertrude Stein, “A Humanist
is a Humanist is a Humanist.”11

Reflecting upon Lamont’s description of Humanism, Solomon
might ask him: “For who knoweth what is good for man in this life, all
the days of his vain life which he spendeth as a shadow?” (Ecc. 6:12).
Having experimented with and experienced every avenue of life,
seeking to learn what gives meaning and purpose for a man’s life,
Solomon could tell Lamont: “I have seen all the works that are done
under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit” (Ecc.
1:14)—“Vanity of vanities ... all is vanity” (Ecc. 12:8). Contrary to the
Humanistic philosophy of man, one wiser than Lamont exhorts:

Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and
keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. For
God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil (Ecc. 12:13-14).

Of course, fearing God and keeping His commandments involves
religion. Since, Humanists deny the existence of God and scoff at
keeping His commandments, it might seem strange to ask: “Is Human-
ism a religion?”

HUMANISTS SAY THAT
HUMANISM IS NOT A RELIGION

Some Humanists adamantly insist that Humanism is not a religion.
For example, Bill Cooke (who said, “Humanism is so much more than
[a] mere rejection of religion”) praised Madalyn Murray O’Hair when
he declared: “At no time did she give any comfort to the fundamental-
ists who work so hard to portray humanism as a religion.”12 Virtually
everyone has heard of the infamous “atheist,” Madalyn Murray O’Hair,
but many may be unaware that she was a Humanist who edited the
publication Free Humanist from 1962 to 1964 and served for a time on
the board of the American Humanist Association.

In 1997, a symposium, entitled "Great Religions in a Pluralistic
Society," was hosted on the Mobil campus of the University of South
Alabama. Speaking for that gathering, explaining why Humanism is not
a religion, Paul Kurtz said:

Is secular humanism a religion? ... No, secular humanism is not
a religion. For something to be a religion means that its adher-
ents are bound to it, that they have a faith in some unseen power,
creator, or cause, and that they have some notion of prayer,
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devotion, and ritual toward this power, creator, or cause. Secular
humanists deny the existence of such a creator and surely are not
interested in prayer or devotion to such a being. To say that
secular humanism is a religion is to use the term religion so
broadly that it means anything.13

Fred Edwords is now the Executive Director of the American
Humanist Association. He is also the editor of that organization’s
official publication, The Humanist. Disassociating Humanism from
religion, Edwords flippantly states: “Secular Humanists maintain that
there is so much in religion deserving of criticism that the good name
of humanism should not be tainted by connection with it.”14

Going into some detail in their denial that Humanism is a religion,
Matt Cherry and Molleen Matsumura contend that it is a myth that the
Supreme Court ruled that Secular Humanism is a religion.

This myth is based on a misunderstanding about how Supreme
Court decisions are written, and was finally laid to rest by a
Federal Circuit Court ruling issued in 1994.

In the 1961 Torcaso v. Watkins decision, Justice Hugo Black
commented in a footnote, "Among religions in this country
which do not teach what would generally be considered a belief
in the existence of God are Buddhism, Taoism, Ethical Culture,
Secular Humanism, and others." Such footnotes, known as
"dicta," are written to provide factual background to the legal
principles in a decision. These dicta never have the force of law.
They are merely comments.

The claim that secular humanism can be considered a religion
for legal purposes was finally considered by the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals in the case of Peloza v. Capistrano School
District. In this 1994 case, a science teacher argued that, by
requiring him to teach evolution, his school district was forcing
him to teach the "religion" of secular humanism. The Court
responded, "We reject this claim because neither the Supreme
Court, nor this circuit, has ever held that evolutionism or secular
humanism are ‘religions’ for Establishment Clause purposes."
The Supreme Court refused to review the case; they refused to
reverse a ruling that secular humanism is not a religion.

"But," you might ask, "even if secular humanism isn't a religion
for legal purposes, isn't it really a religion in practical terms?"
No. Look at it this way: Suppose Justice Black had been writing
about an issue of interstate commerce in agricultural products,
and in a footnote he included "apples" in a list of root crops. He
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would be wrong. It wouldn't matter what laws were involved-
apples are fruits, not roots! As a factual matter, he was partly
wrong about Buddhism because some branches of Buddhism do
worship the Buddha as a deity. And he was wrong about secular
humanism.

Secular humanism is not a religion by any definition: There are
no supernatural beliefs, no creeds that all humanists are required
to accept, no sacred texts or required rituals. Humanists are not
expected or required to have "faith" in what is said by any
authority, living or dead, human or "supernatural."

People may find values and meaning in life through either
humanistic or religious worldviews. But religions claim that
meaning is based on a god or the supernatural, while humanists
derive their meaning and values from the natural world. Secular
humanism is a naturalistic, nonreligious worldview.15 

HUMANISTS SAY THAT
HUMANISM IS A RELIGION

Interestingly, the same Paul Kurtz who said, “No, secular human-
ism is not a religion,” in the 1997 symposium, "Great Religions in a
Pluralistic Society," wrote in the very first line of his Preface to
Humanist Manifestos I and II: "Humanism is a philosophical, religious
and moral point of view as old as human civilization itself. It has its
roots in classical China, Greece, and Rome; it is expressed in the
Renaissance and the Enlightenment, in the scientific revolution, and in
the twentieth century" (emphasis added).16 Kurtz personifies how
Humanists say “Humanism is a religion,” then turn right around and
say, “Humanism is not a religion.”

The thirty-four Humanists who signed Humanist Manifesto I
definitely thought Humanism is a religion. Consider these statements
from that document:

In order that religious humanism may be better understood we,
the undersigned, desire to make certain affirmations which we
believe the facts of our contemporary life demonstrate (emphasis
added).

While this age does owe a vast debt to traditional religions, it is
none the less obvious that any religion that can hope to be a
synthesizing and dynamic force for today must be shaped for the
needs of this age. To establish such a religion is a major
necessity of the present. It is a responsibility which rests upon
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this generation. We therefore affirm the following (emphasis
added).

First: Religious humanists regard the universe as self-existing
and not created (emphasis added).

Fifth: ... Religion must formulate its hopes and plans in the light
of the scientific spirit and method (emphasis added).

Seventh: Religion consists of those actions, purposes, and
experiences which are humanly significant. Nothing human is
alien to the religious (emphasis added).

Eighth: Religious humanism considers the complete realization
of human personality to be the end of man's life and seeks its
development and fulfillment in the here and now ... (emphasis
added).

Twelfth: Believing that religion must work increasingly for joy
in living, religious humanists aim to foster the creative in man
and to encourage achievements that add to the satisfactions of
life (emphasis added).

Thirteenth: Religious humanism maintains that all associations
and institutions exist for the fulfillment of human life ... Cer-
tainly religious institutions, their ritualistic forms, ecclesiastical
methods, and communal activities must be reconstituted as
rapidly as experience allows, in order to function effectively in
the modern world (emphasis added).

So stand the theses of religious humanism (emphasis added).17

Add to those statements the fact that today there are Humanist
Churches, such as: the Church of Scientific Humanism,18 the Humanist
Fellowship of North Texas,19 the Church of Humanism,20 et cetera.
Besides those organizations, there are churches, such as the Washing-
ton Ethical Society, which identify themselves as being, “A Humanistic
Religious Community.”21 There may be some Humanists who deny that
Humanism is a religion, but there is more than ample evi-
dence—testimony from past and present Humanists—to prove that
many Humanists consider Humanism to be a religion.

THE COURTS SAY THAT
HUMANISM IS A RELIGION

Meet Roy Torcaso. Upon Torcaso’s death in 2007, the Washington
Post ran a story entitled, “Roy Torcaso, 96; Defeated Md. in 1961
Religious Freedom Case.” About Torcaso, the article says: “He was a
former board member of the American Humanist Association, an
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educational and philosophical group, and a former president of its
Washington chapter. He became a humanist counselor, with the
authority to officiate at weddings in some states.”22

Prior to 1961, the Governor of the State of Maryland appointed
Roy Torcaso to be a notary public. Maryland state law required that he
take an oath which included a declaration of a belief in God. Torcaso,
an atheist, refused to take that oath; therefore, his appointment as a
notary public was rescinded. Upon losing his appointment, he filed suit
against the State of Maryland. The case, which became known as
Torcaso v. Watkins, made its way through the courts, all the way to the
Supreme Court. That court decided in favor of Torcaso. Writing the
court’s decision, Justice Hugo Black classified Secular Humanism in
the category of being a religion. In a dictum to the decision, Black
wrote: “Among religions in this country which do not teach what would
generally be considered a belief in the existence of God is Buddhism,
Taoism, Ethical Culture, Secular Humanism, and others.”23

Humanists who wish to deny that Humanism is a religion want to
reject the importance of that dictum. They make every effort to deceive
people by insisting that a dictum is meaningless, and neither has
bearing nor weight in law. Accusations by the likes of Matt Cherry and
Molleen Matsumura to the contrary notwithstanding, a dictum is in fact
very important. The dictum in question in the Torcaso case cited a court
precedent (which is very important in law) set by the Washington
Ethical Society v. District of Columbia decision.

Washington Ethical Society v. District of Columbia was a 1957
case of the U.S. Court of Appeals. The Washington Ethical
Society functions much like a church, but regards itself as a
non-theistic religious institution, honoring the importance of
ethical living without mandating a belief in a supernatural origin
for ethics. The case involved denial of the Society's application
for tax exemption as a religious organization. The D.C. Circuit
court reversed the Tax Court's ruling, defined the Society as a
religious organization, and granted its tax exemption (emphasis
added).24

In other words, the court held that Secular Humanism is a non-theistic
religion within the meaning of the First Amendment.

Rather than taking the word of unhappy Humanists regarding how
the Supreme Court views Humanism, one would be wise to consider
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what the justices themselves have said. And Supreme Court justices
have clearly demonstrated that they see Justice Black’s dictum as law.

Justice Scalia wrote: 

In Torcaso v. Watkins, 367 U.S. 488, 495, n. 11 (1961), we
did indeed refer to "SECULAR HUMANISM" as a "reli-
gio[n]."
Edwards v. Aguillard, 482 U.S. 578 (1987) note 6

Justice Harlan summed it all up:

[Footnote 8] This Court has taken notice of the fact that
recognized "religions" exist that "do not teach what would
generally be considered a belief in the existence of God,"
Torcaso v. Watkins, 367 U.S. 488, 495 n. 11, e. g., "Bud-
dhism, Taoism, Ethical Culture, SECULAR HUMANISM and
others." Ibid. See also Washington Ethical Society v. District
of Columbia, 101 U.S. App. D.C. 371, 249 F.2d 127 (1957);
2 Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences 293; J. Archer, Faiths
Men Live By 120-138, 254-313 (2d ed. revised by Purinton
1958); Stokes & Pfeffer, supra, n. 3, at 560.
Welsh v. United States 398 U.S. 333 (1970) note 8.25

Humanists who deny that the courts have declared Humanism to be
a religion find themselves to be in conflict with one of their own gurus,
Corliss Lamont. Evidently agreeing with the court, Larmont acknowl-
edged:

In 1961 the U.S. Supreme Court took official cognizance of
religious Humanism in the case of Roy R. Torcaso, a Humanist
who was refused his commission as a Notary Public under a
Maryland law requiring all public officers in the State to profess
belief in God. In delivering the unanimous opinion of the Court
that this statute was unconstitutional under the First Amendment,
Justice Hugo L. Black observed: "Among religions in this
country which do not teach what would generally he considered
a belief in the existence of God are Buddhism, Taoism, Ethical
Culture, Secular Humanism and others.26

The courts have also granted Humanist organizations tax-exempt
status as religious organizations, as noted in the Torcasa decision.
Furthermore, “conscientious objector” status was originally granted by
Congress to those who objected to war for religious reasons (i.e.,
because of a belief in God). However, the Supreme Court, in the U.S.
v. Seeger case, decided that although Humanists do not believe in God,
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they must be granted conscientious objector status for "religious"
purposes.27

CONCLUSION: HUMANISM IS A RELIGION

Yes, Humanism is a religion. Even though some Humanists deny
Humanism is a religion, they have overturned state laws because of
their religious beliefs, sought conscientious objector status on religious
grounds, and claimed tax exempt status as a religion. Because of court
decisions, Humanism is legally recognized as a religion. Humanists say
Humanism is a religion in their manifestos and there are Humanist
churches throughout the land. Humanists even acknowledge being a
religion in their writings.

Humanists may claim that they do not believe in a God, but they
do. Man, a created being, is their god. The Humanists have “changed
the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corrupt-
ible man ... and worshipped and served the creature more than the
Creator, who is blessed for ever” (Rom. 1:23-25). They boast that they
do not believe in the Bible, but the Humanists have a bible—their so-
called “manifestos”—which they change every few years according to
the whims of the times. Unfortunately, the Humanists’ god cannot save
them and their bible is filled with the devil’s lies.

The devil is the father of lies (Jn. 8:44). Satan is the “deceiver of
the whole world” (Rev. 12:9, ASV). In league with the devil, Human-
ists are “seducers” who are “deceiving” others “and being deceived”
(2 Tim. 3:13). John warns his readers: “Many deceivers are entered into
the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This
is a deceiver and an antichrist” (2 Jn. 7). This is certainly applicable to
Humanists, and it is in total agreement with Paul’s warning: “Beware
lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ”
(Col. 2:8).
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